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Phenacetine is extremely useful in chronic neuritis, 
and, according to Kater, is unsurpassed in the treatment 
of cerebral disorder due to excessive indulgence in alco¬ 
holic drinks. 

In whooping-cough, ^-grain doses dissolved in io drops 
of glycerine are readily taken by children, and afford 
prompt relief, permitting sleep, and ameliorating the 
attacks. 

In delirium, a dose of io grains of phenacetine will 
usually afford a quiet night: 

Mahnert considers phenacetine a specific in acute 
articular rheumatism, as it reduces fever, relieves pain, 
and lessens the duration of the attacks. It has been 
found useful in some cases of gonorrhoeal rheumatism, 
and is worthy of more extended trial in this rebellious 
affection. 

Given several hours before the time of the paroxysm 
of intermittent fever, it prevents the chill. 

In insomnia from simple exhaustion, phenacetine acts 
admirably.— Shoemaker , “ Materia Medica, Pharmacology, 
and Therapeutics" vol. ii. 

— Chloralamide. —James Wood, M. D., in the “ Brook¬ 
lyn Medical Journal,” April, 1892, draws the following 
conclusions, based upon the use of this drug in 280 cases: 
It is a most useful hypnotic, reliable, safe, and pleasant. 
It has a place as an anhidrotic in phthisis. It is superior 
to other drugs, because in hypnotic doses it stimulates 
respiration, and but slightly, if at all, influences pulse, 
temperature, or urinary secretion. No collateral symp¬ 
toms of any consequence exist. The best hypnotic dose 
for an adult is forty grains. It is given preferably in an 
alcoholic solution just before retiring. A. F. 

—New Jtemedy for Exophthalmic Goitre. —The 
“France Medicale,” August 19, 1892,mentions Dieulafoy’s 
new method of treating Basedow’s disease, based purely 
upon analogy. In tubercular subjects, during haemoptysis, 
or when this condition is feared on account of the heart’s 
agitation (cardio-vascular erethism), ipecac is adminis¬ 
tered. Under its influence the pulse is reduced in rapid¬ 
ity and volume: erethism ceases, and, in consequence, 
haemoptysis is arrested or prevented. The first indi¬ 
cation in exophthalmic goitre is the same: to reduce 
cardio-vascular erethism. This suggested to Dieulafoy 
the idea of a new formula, and the result is the following 
pill: 

Powdered Ipecac, ..... gr. .03 
Powdered Digitalis (leaves),. . . gr. .02 

Extract of Opium, . . . gr. .0025 
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S.—One, three or four times during twenty-four hours. 

Improvement has always resulted; and in two cases 
it proved rapid and most marked. In a few months there 
was practically a cure. The only drawback is diarrhoea 
until the organism becomes tolerant of this treatment. 

L. F. B. 

—Scientific Teetotalism.-—] . Murray-Gibbes (Aus¬ 
tralasian Medical Gazette, February, 1892). 

Under the above title the author propounded for his 
own discussion three questions, viz.: Is teetotalism 
founded on scientific principles ? Is teetotalism as carried 
out now advantageous to the human race? and, lastly, 
How should teetotalism be carried out ? 

The first question he answers in the negative, appar¬ 
ently to his own satisfaction. The second question is 
likewise answered in the negative; and in reply to the 
third, his solution is rather broad, to say the least. That 
solution is as follows: “ By adapting scientific food 
customs, which we shall find out by studying most of 
the primitive and other races by the light of recent 
research.” 

This passage is, to say the • least, charming in its 
obscurity. It is not entirely possible to say that the 
author means that we should find scientific dietary cus¬ 
toms as one of the advanced traits of primitive races. 
Throughout the entire article are found stray thoughts, 
which will probably upset some of the reader’s previous 
ideas. For instance : “ All food becomes acid before it 
is aborbed through the walls of the digestive tract.” 
“ Sugar in the food becomes converted into lactic acid in 
the stomach.” “ No single microbe has been so far 
proved to cause any one disease.” This last sentence 
would incline us to believe that we have been waging 
war on the cholera bacillus lately for naught. 

Although the author confesses he is a teetotaler, he 
thinks that alcoholic beverages should be taken for the 
organic acids they contain. The contents of the paper 
are not in entire keeping with its title. • J. C. 

—The Cerebral Commissures in the Marsu- 
pialia and Monotremata. —By Johnson Symington, 
M.D., F.Z.S., F.R.S.E., Lecturer on Anatomy, Minto 
House, Edinburgh (Journal of Anatomy and Physiology, 
Vol. xxvii., p. 69-84). 

By AD. MEYER, M.D„ Chicago. 

Dr. Symington gives a complete history of the differ¬ 
ent views held on the subject—on the one side by Owen, 



